
ÓE YBL MIKLÓS FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE - SUBJECT TOPICS

	CONTEMPORARY DESIGN II.
	2025/26. 2ND SEMESTER 

	

	BASIC INFORMATION

	COURSE NAME
	CONTEMPORARY DESIGN II.
	Contemporary Design II.

	COURSE CODE
	YAXCO2FMNF

	ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT
	Óbuda University Ybl Miklós Faculty of Architecture, Institute of Architectural Engineering

	DEPARTMENT
	Architectural Engineer MSc
	full-time

	TEACHERS, LECTURERS
	Prof. Dr. Andor Wesselényi-Garay
	wesselenyi.garay.andor@ybl.uni-obuda.hu
	By prior arrangement via email!

	
	Levente Gyulai
Assistant Professor
	gyulai.levente@ybl.uni-obuda.hu
	To be arranged in advance by email!
Monday 12:35-13:20, Tuesday 11:40-12:25

	
	Valéria Zsuzsanna Szabó
Assistant Professor
	szabo.valeria@ybl.uni-obuda.hu
	To be arranged in advance by email!
Friday 10:45-11:30

	PREREQUISITE
	CONTEMPORARY DESIGN I. YAXCO1FMNF

	NUMBER OF LECTURES (PER WEEK)
	2 HOURS

	CLASSROOM PRACTICE/
LAB PRACTICE (WEEKLY)
	3 HOURS

	FIELD AND TEACHING PRACTICE (WEEKLY)
	-

	ASSESSMENT
	MID-TERM ASSIGNMENTS, TEST, EXAM

	CREDITS AVAILABLE
	5 credits

	COURSE ASSIGNMENT, BRIEF DESCRIPTION
	The lecture series has two objectives. (i) On the one hand, it aims to use events and buildings in contemporary architecture to show how the role of the architect has changed from that of a modernist, pantocrator architect to a star architect and then to a socially committed architect. (ii) On the other hand, it aims to present and explain why modern architecture emerged, how cities were transformed by the industrial revolution, what consequences this had for architectural design, and how this manifested itself in different styles. Using examples from the visual arts, contemporary urbanism, and design, the lectures aim to apply an inter-, trans-, and supradisciplinary approach that makes it clear that architecture has always been at the intersection of a wide variety of cultural influences and responds to these influences in its own slow way. 
In addition to theoretical knowledge, the course also provides practical methodological training, including digital design techniques, modeling, visual design, visualization of architectural plans, and analysis of current visual trends. Particular emphasis is placed on parametric and generative design and their various variants, which students can learn about and apply in project work.
By the end of the second semester of the course, students should have mastered the practical application of theoretical knowledge and found their own refined visual and formal language, which they can use confidently and communicate effectively and persuasively.
Content: The second semester of the course focuses on putting theoretical knowledge into practice. Through practical tasks in graphic design and fine arts, and finally through a summary architectural concept plan synthesizing the applied artistic knowledge, students present the form-creating techniques and conceptual thinking they have acquired, both visually and verbally.
Software used: Parametric generative design: Maxon Cinema 4D, Rhino+Grasshopper, Visual studies: Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, Corona Render, Cycles, Lumion, Twinmotion.

	RECOMMENDED READING
	Kenneth Frampton: A Critical History of Modern Architecture, 2nd expanded edition, Terc Kft., Budapest, 2009, 568 pages, ISBN: 963 9535 41 9 – relevant chapters 
Deyan Sudjic: Building Complex, HVG Könyvek, Budapest, 2007, 372 pages, ISBN: 9789639686168, Translated by: Ádám Szieberth 
Orsolya Janota, Péter Pozsár, Samu Szemerey: Hello Wood 1-5 – Architectural Practices, Boook Kiadó Kft, Budapest 2015, 160 pages, ISBN: 9789631219401 
Jan Gehl: Liveable Cities, Terc Kft., Budapest, 2014, 280 pages, ISBN: 9789639968967

	NECESSARY TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT
	Laptop/PC suitable for engineering work (Win 10+) Software used: Parametric generative design: Maxon Cinema 4D, Visual studies: Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, Corona Render, Cycles, Lumion, Twinmotion. 




	SEMESTER SCHEDULE

	WEEK
	LECTURE
	EA
	FORM OF PRACTICAL TRAINING
	Assignments/presentations

	1
02.17
	The history of ecological design - I
	WGA
	On-site practice
	- Presentation of topics, 
- introduction to tasks, assignment and discussion of complex individual tasks
- Presentation of the content requirements for the end-of-year presentation (chart, booklet/presentation, examples)

	2
02.24
	History of ecological design - II
	WGA
	On-site practice, consultation
	1. C4D Modeling practice (individual)
- Consultation on semester assignments
- presentation of various graphic solutions

	3
03.3
	Place-less architecture: ephemeral architecture, disaster architecture, mobile architecture, pavilions
	WGA
	On-site practice, consultation
	2. C4D Modeling practice (individual)
- consultation on semester assignment
-atmosphere, visual design
1. SUBMISSION OF MODELING ASSIGNMENT

	4
03.10
	Alternative concepts of place: Utopia, Paradise, Arcadia, Heterotopia, and Hortus Conclusus
	WGA
	On-site practice, consultation
	3. C4D Modeling practice (individual)
- Consultation on semester assignment

2. SUBMISSION OF MODELING ASSIGNMENT
(F1 resubmission)

	5
03.17
	A brief history of regionalism: the modernist roots of place-based thinking, Bay Region Style. Portugal and Finland, Vorarlberg, Switzerland, Burgenland.
	WGA
	Field practice, consultation
	4. C4D Modeling practice (individual)
- Consultation on semester assignment

3. SUBMISSION OF MODELING ASSIGNMENT
(F2 resubmission)

	6
03.24
	Types of regionalism: regionalism as material use and topography
	WGA
	field practice, consultation
	5. C4D Modeling practice (individual)
- consultation on semester assignment

4. SUBMISSION OF MODELING ASSIGNMENT
(F3 resubmission)

	7
03.31
	Regionalism as projection – critical regionalism
	WGA
	field practice, consultation
	
5. MODELING TASK SUBMISSION
(F4 supplementary assignment)



	8
04.14
	Regionalism as architectural history – generally “Hungarian”, “Slovenian”, “German” houses, etc.  Regionalism as architectural imitation – adoption of local motifs, István Muzsai
	WGA 
	On-site practice, consultation
	Complex individual assignment Phase I submission
(details in a separate document)

(F5 supplementary submission)

- Photo editing, Photoshop post-processing
- Consultation on mid-term assignment

	9
04.21
	Regionalism as material – brick architecture; regionalism as style; Miklós Péterffy's house in Nadasan; regionalism as projection – Mario Botta; regionalism as end result – Sean Godsell's Verandah house
	WGA
	On-site practice, consultation
	Complex individual assignment Phase I make-up

- Method of processing architectural plans on a tableau, Photoshop post-processing
- Consultation on complex individual assignment
- Compiling portfolio and tableau


	10
04.28
	From liberating regionalism to spirituality: from Glenn Murcutt to Gábor U. Nagy. The concept of progressive regionalism and its emergence in Hungary Mythical regionalisms and provincialisms
	WGA
	On-site practice, consultation
	Complex individual assignment PRESENTATION


	11
05.05
	Eco-regionalism in Transylvania – II.
	WGA
	On-site practice, consultation
	Complex individual assignment PRESENTATION


	12
05.12
	Eco-regionalism in Transylvania – III.
	WGA
	Field practice, consultation
	Complex individual assignment FOLLOW-UP PRESENTATION
UPLOADING CORRECTIONS


	13
05.19
	Re-Submissions and Retakes
	
	Field practice, consultation
	




	REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPLETING THE SEMESTER

	MID-YEAR ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS

	REQUIREMENTS
	DESCRIPTION
	VALUE
(points %, grade)

	REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN CLASSES
	Students may miss a maximum of three classes. The requirements for the course are set out in the University Study and Examination Regulations and the faculty supplement. (in particular ETVSZ 46. §) 
	-


	METHOD OF CERTIFICATION IN THE EVENT OF ABSENCE FROM CLASSES
	Students may be absent three times during the semester without having to provide a medical certificate.
	-

	
CLASS ASSIGNMENTS
(5 SMALL MODELING ASSIGNMENTS)

	The 3D modeling assignments listed in the syllabus can always be uploaded in JPG format by the beginning of the next class.
(Submissions are always postponed by one week, on the dates specified in the syllabus).
File name: Last name_First name_F1/F2/etc.
	Pass/Fail

	
Complex individual ASSIGNMENT
(details in a separate document)

PRESENTATION MATERIAL



	
Presentation material:
Contents:
- preliminary images, research, conceptual background, sketches (even hand-drawn)
- detailed description of concept and variations 
- size and scale 
- visual designs 

Technique: 
- uniform appearance, bound A3, digital (PDF format) 
- works: freehand drawings and/or computer graphics and/or models (optional)  
- for oral presentation (FullHD size) maximum file size 50MB PDF 
File name: Last name_First name_notebook.pdf


	grade
(1-5)



	SEMESTER REQUIREMENTS

	CONDITIONS FOR OBTAINING A SIGNATURE
	- Three or fewer absences.
- All class assignments and semester assignments must be accepted by the specified deadline.
- Oral presentation of semester work.

"Anyone who plagiarizes - that is, violates the provisions of Section 4 (2) of the Óbuda University Code of Ethics - will be denied completion of the course by the instructor responsible for the course, and the University may initiate disciplinary proceedings pursuant to Section 90 of the HKR TVSZ."


	CONDITIONS FOR SIGNING
	- Three or fewer absences.
- All class assignments must be accepted by the specified deadline. Complex individual assignment Phase I must be completed by the deadline.



If any of the above conditions are not met, we cannot guarantee that the signature will be replaced!


	EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS
	Only students who have already obtained the signature (possibly in a previous semester) may take the exam.
During the exam period, students will take the exam on one of the exam days designated in Neptun.
The exam is presentation-based.

	EXAM GRADE CALCULATION
	During the semester, students work in groups of 1-3. They present their semester plan in the form of a presentation during the exam period, for which they receive a grade, and then take an oral exam on the theoretical material covered during the semester. If one of the two parts is unsatisfactory, the entire exam grade is considered unsatisfactory.
Calculation: 
	gyk+oral/2
	grade

	>/= 4.5
	5

	>/=3.6
	4

	>/=2.6
	3

	>/= 2
	2




Presentation evaluation criteria:
- presentation of concept
- use of professional language (e.g., knowledge of visual vocabulary)
- comprehensive knowledge of process steps and interrelationships
- knowledge of the semester's material and lessons learned




Budapest, January 17, 2025
Andor Wesselényi-Garay, Levente Gyulai, Valéria Szabó

	[image: ]
image1.jpg
OBUDA UNIVERSITY

YBL MIKLOS FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE
AND CIVIL ENGINEERING






  ÓE YBL MIKLÓS FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE  -   SUBJECT TOPICS        

C ONTEMPORARY  D ESIGN  II.  2025/26 .   2 ND  SEMESTER    

 

BASIC INFORMATION  

COURSE NAME  CONTEMPORARY DESIGN II.  Contemporary Design II.  

COURSE CODE  YAXCO2FMNF  

ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT  Óbuda University Ybl Miklós Faculty  of Architecture, Institute of Architectural Engineering  

DEPARTMENT  Architectural Engineer MSc  full - time  

TEACHERS, LECTURERS  Prof. Dr. Andor  Wesselényi - Garay  wesselenyi.garay.andor @ybl.uni - obuda.hu  By prior arrangement via email !  

Levente Gyulai   Assistant Professor  gyulai.levente@ybl.uni - obuda.hu  To be arranged in advance by email !   Monday 12:35 - 13:20, Tuesday 11:40 - 12:25  

Valéria Zsuzsanna Szabó   Assistant Professor  szabo.valeria@ybl.uni - obuda.hu  To be arranged  in advance by email !   Friday 10:45 - 11:30  

PREREQUISITE  CONTEMPORARY DESIGN I.  YAXCO 1 FMNF  

NUMBER OF LECTURES (PER  WEEK)  2 HOURS  

CLASSROOM PRACTICE/   LAB PRACTICE (WEEKLY)  3 HOURS  

FIELD AND TEACHING  PRACTICE (WEEKLY)  -  

ASSESSMENT  MID - TERM ASSIGNMENTS,  TEST , EXAM  

CREDITS AVAILABLE  5 credits  

COURSE ASSIGNMENT, BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  The lecture series has two objectives. (i) On the one hand, it aims to use events and buildings in contemporary  architecture to show how the role of the architect has changed from that of a modernist, pantocrator architect  to a star architect and then to a   socially committed architect. (ii) On the other hand, it aims to present and  explain why modern architecture emerged, how cities were transformed by the industrial revolution, what  consequences this had for architectural design, and how this manifested it self in different styles. Using examples  from the visual arts, contemporary urbanism, and design, the lectures aim to apply an inter - , trans - , and  supradisciplinary approach that makes it clear that architecture has always been at the intersection of a wid e  variety of cultural influences and responds to these influences in its own slow way.    In addition to theoretical knowledge, the course also provides practical methodological training, including digital  design techniques, modeling, visual design, visualization of architectural plans, and analysis of current visual  trends. Particular emphasis   is placed on parametric and generative design and their various variants, which  students can learn about and apply in project work.   By the end of the second  semester of the course, students should have mastered the practical application of  theoretical knowledge and found their own refined visual and formal language, which they can use confidently  and communicate effectively and persuasively.   Content: The second semester of the course focuses on putting theoretical knowledge into practice. Through  practical tasks in graphic design and fine arts, and finally through a summary architectural concept plan  synthesizing the applied artistic knowledge ,  students present the form - creating techniques and conceptual  thinking they have acquired ,  both visually and verbally.   Software used: Parametric generative design: Maxon Cinema 4D, Rhino+Grasshopper, Visual studies : Adobe  Photoshop, Illustrator, Corona Render, Cycles, Lumion, Twinmotion.  

