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1. Abstract 

Hungarian history has a part where it crosses paths with Ottoman Empire. Between the years of 1541 to 

1699, Hungary was ruled by Ottomans. Apart from the war that went on for years, there have been many 

beneficial cultural exchanges between the two nations. One of them was public bath houses. It was an 

important element in the Ottoman society, but it also got integrated into Hungarian social life and still is 

a big part of it. This research is focusing on the Ottoman`s sea bath houses and comparing them with 

Hungarian lake bath houses that were being developed and used at the same time period. Investigation 

starts with the concept of sea bath house. Questioning the reasons that created this building type and 

how it turned into a functioning structure. The research follows with the spread of sea baths to other 

countries and the differentiation of its development according to cultural aspects. After that, a closer look 

into Hungarian and Ottoman common bath culture leads the research into each country`s own 

development about the sea bath houses. The social background, culture, politics, regime changes are 

affecting the forming and evolvement of this building type. But even though that both countries have 

their own developments happening with their own historical aspects, the research shows us that the 

general forming, usage, functioning are very similar in both examples. In this research, deep literature 

reading, and archive querying have been used. General ideas and features were gathered through them. 

Then certain buildings were investigated in order to gather more information about details. 

 

 

Keywords: sea bath, lake bath, bath house culture, Ottoman and Hungarian social life, Yörükali deniz 

ƘŀƳŀƳƤΣ Hévízi ǘƽŦǸǊŘǃ. 
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2. Introduction 

Hungary and Turkey has a long history that starts from the lands of Central Asia. Many nations, including 

these two, were living all together as nomads and having the same lifestyle. While Magyars immigrate to 

Pannonia, Turks tried their chance in Anatolia and since then, both nations stayed in those locations. Both 

countries had their times of growth and shrinking but there was one time that their paths crossed again. 

Between the 14th and 16th century Ottoman Empire was having its peak and the Hungarian lands have 

been captured by Ottomans as well as many other places. This caused a 158 years of Ottoman rule in 

Hungary. Apart from the unpleasant environment occurred by constant war, two nations have had a lot 

of beneficial cultural exchanges. In food, drinks and lifestyle. One which still has a big impact is public bath 

houses that are called άHamamέ in Turkish. It was an important element in Ottoman society. A place 

where people go weekly to take baths but also a meeting point for women to spend time with their 

friends, neighbors. They would chat, eat, drink etc., use the place as a community space. It was one of the 

first building types that they built since it was essential for daily life. At first Hungarians were abstained 

but quickly hamams got integrated into Hungarian social life as well and ƛǘΩǎ still a big part of it. 

 

Figure 1 People sitting on porch, [ŀƪŜ .ŀǘƘ ό¢ƽŦǸǊŘǃύ мфрр. Fortepan - aŀƎȅŀǊ wŜƴŘǃǊ Істнро. 
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Hamams were built on land just as any other building. They had special details in order to provide and 

maintain a hot, humid environment inside. But there was another type of hamam which was built on 

water. This specific building type has different variations and names in different countries. In Turkish a 

άsea bathέ (deniz hamamƤ), in Hungarian a άlake bathέ (tƽŦǸǊŘǃ) is the main topic of this research. First, 

an investigation about the history and evolution of it followed by examples from both countries with 

comparisons supported by cultural environment of the era.  

 

Figure 2 Women sitting on the corridor facing courtyard of a sea bath. tŜǊŀ aǸȊŜǎƛ LǎǘŀƴōǳƭΩŘŀ 5ŜƴƛȊ {ŜŦŀǎƤ. 

 

2.1 What is a sea bath? 

Sea baths were generally characterized as special buildings that provided sea water for people to benefit 

from it. They were located inside the sea, either connected to land with a dock or they were on wheels, 

and it was possible to carry to land. Men and women were usually separated, so that people of the 

opposite sex could not see them in their bathing suits. The early examples were wooden but later on, 

modern versions were developed. They would differ in size, scale, shape according to region that they 

were being used. In the beginning, they served as medical centres for the society and people used them 

with doctorΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ only. United Kingdom was where it has been seen the first, but they spread 

across Europe and Ottoman Empire in no time ό¸ŀƐŀƴΣ нлмрύ. 
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Figure 3 Mermaids at Brighton engraving, 1829, William Heath. 

2.1.1 How is started? 
 

Until the industrial revolution it was believed that sea water is harmful. Also having a dark skin colour 

was not desirable, so people would avoid sun, and anything related with it. Starting from mid-18th 

century it has been realised that sea water is good for human health (Russell, 1752). After that, doctors 

ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΦ ¦YΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƻŦ {ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ Brighton has 

built two thermal baths next to sea and they became tourist attractions. This action followed with 

opening beaches in the shores of England. 

To allow women to change privately into their bathing suits (a flannel gown), the bathing wagon was 

invented. They were small wooden chambers with a wheel-carriage. A door at each end and on each 

side, a little window above and a bench below. Beaches started to spread all over Europe along with 

bath cabins and during Tanzimat reforms of Ottomans, interactions with the west made the sea a part 

of the culture ό¸ŀƐŀƴΣ нлмрύ. 
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Figure 4 Bathing wagons pack a Belgian beach in Ostend, 1928s. 

2.1.2. How has it developed? 
 

Depending on the region, the development of sea baths differed. In the UK, France, Germany etc. People 

were using wheeled chambers. The cabin was portable and after spending time in the sea it would be 

taken back to the land. It was for changing clothes and keep privacy (Manty, 2020). 

 

Figure 5 A bathing machine at the end of 19th century. 
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On the other hand, in Hungary and Ottoman Empire, sea baths were stable. They were small wooden 

cabins and connected to land with a wooden dock. Ottomans used to swim in borders of this cabin, and 

it would give a private swimming experience ό¸ŀƐŀƴΣ нлмрύ. 

 

Figure 6 Bath cabin in Balaton Hungary, 1900. Fortepan - Kiss László #93363. 

 

Figure 7 .ƻǎǘŀƴŎƤ sea bŀǘƘǎΣ мфмоΣ wŜǎǎŀƳ Iŀƭƛƭ tŀǒŀ. {ŀƪƤǇ {ŀōŀƴŎƤ aǳǎŜǳƳ. 
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2.2. Bath house culture 
 

In Ottoman Empire public bath houses which were called «Hamam» were commonly used among the 

society. In the ancient Rome and Byzantine times there were also bath houses open to public use but its 

ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hǘǘƻƳŀƴΩǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƙƻƭȅ ōƻƻƪΣ it was 

forbidden to use standing water for cleansing the body, only running water was allowed (Eger Török 

CǸǊŘǃΣ нлнмύΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǘǳōǎ ƻǊ Ǉƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ IŀƳŀƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōƻŘȅ 

cleaning but also a place for Ottoman women to gather with their female friends. Because they were not 

allowed to go to other public places without a man accompany ό ŜƴΣ нлнмύ.  

 

Figure 8 aŀƛƴ tƻƻƭ ƻŦ ¢ǀǊǀƪ CǸǊŘǃ Eger Hungary, 2022, Bengi Idil Acar. 
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With the Ottoman occupation in Hungary, similar style hamams were built in Hungarian cities. Lifestyle 

was introduced to the society and since then, those buildings are also part of the Hungarian culture. Even 

until today, they are used by people weekly to spend time with friends and relax. 

 

Figure 9 4ƛƴƛƭƛ IŀƳŀƳƤ Lǎǘŀƴōǳƭ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅ, 2022, Murat Germen. 

3. Sea Bath Culture in Turkey 

During the ¢ŀƴȊƛƳŀǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ hǘǘƻƳŀƴΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

that started the transformation of the society culture was interactions with the sea. Before, sea was only 

used with boats to reach places. It meant trade, holiday, or nice views (Toprak, 2018). But the aim was 

widening this interaction between sea and people. So wheeled chambers have been fitted into the culture 

as sea bath houses. Keeping the privacy of the users but allowing them to swim. 
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3.1 Tanzimat era 
 

¢ŀƴȊƛƳŀǘΣ ό¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘΥ άwŜƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέύΣ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ǇǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

1839 and 1922 under the reigns of the sultans Abdülmecid I and Abdülaziz. These reforms were, heavily 

influenced by European ideas, intended to effectuate a fundamental change of the empire from the old 

system based on theocratic principles to that of a modern state (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2016). They 

succeeded in laying the groundwork for the gradual modernization of the Ottoman state. 

 

Figure 10 Illustration for aimed use of seashores, Bengi Idil Acar. 

The administration started to think about the city and reorganizing it for the first time. Big public buildings 

such as Düyun-ǳ ¦ƳǳƳƛȅŜ όTǎǘŀƴōǳƭ IƛƎƘǎŎƘƻƻƭύ ŀƴŘ .ǸȅǸƪ tƻǎǘhane (Central Post Office) has been built 

during this era. They also wanted to provide a spatial control not only in the capital, but also throughout 

the country, with the establishment of the Ministry of Nafia (Ministry of Public Works), which took control 

of the spatial works throughout the country in 1848, and to organize all the zoning works through a central 

institution. The source of the «correct architecture» was in the west. Because of that, European architects 

were seen more valuable than Ottoman architects and have designed most of the buildings which has 

been constructed in that era (Akyürek, 2008). 
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Figure 11 Tanzimat era Ottoman architecture, Düyun-u Umumiye. 

 

 

Figure 12 Tanzimat era Ottoman lifestyle, first woman governmental officers Istanbul, 1913. 

 

3.2. Early years 
 

The first examples of the sea baths in Ottoman Empire have been seen in late 19th century (1870s). 

Tanzimat reforms were trying to implement a more western lifestyle to society and swimming was a part 

of it. But to keep it within the privacy rules of the society, enclosed areas called «sea hamams» were built 

in the coasts of Istanbul. These buildings have been made in two types: public and private. Early examples 

were generally private cabins which belonged to mansions located on Bosphorus and they were small. 
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Just enough to fit a family of few. But later those cabins were seen in other cities of Turkey along with 

cities like Thessaloniki which were part of Ottoman Empire during those times ό¸ŀƐŀƴΣ нлмрύ. 

The main feature of those cabins were them to be wooden and being connected to land with a wooden 

dock. Wood is the main material of traditional Turkish architecture, and it is also convenient for people 

since it can be built very fast. 

Their key characteristics were: 

- private, 

- enclosed, 

- family oriented. 

 

 

Figure 13 A mansion in Büyükdere and its private sea bath. 
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3.3. Evolution with the rise of republic  
 

The transformation from private sea baths to public sea baths and then later openly swimming in the 

ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻƭǎƘŜǾƛƪ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ мфнлΩǎ LǎǘŀƴōǳƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎǎƛŀƴ 

immigrants who escaped from Russian invasion, and they have been located at the Florya shores of the 

city. Maybe because of the hot weather or to get rid of any dirt that came with long trip, they went into 

sea and swam (Toprak, 2018).  

 

Figure 14 Belarussians swimming in Florya beach. 

 

¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ LǎǘŀƴōǳƭΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ϧ Ƴŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǎŜŀ ōŀǘƘ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ CƛǊǎǘ ¸Ŝǒƛƭƪǀȅ ŀƴŘ CƭƻǊȅŀ ǎƘƻǊŜǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎΣ ǘhen it spread all 

over Istanbul. They introduced this lifestyle to former Ottoman and new Turkish society.  

On the other hand, after the WWI Ottoman Empire collapsed along with religious regime. The Republic 

of Turkey has introduced reforms which provided equality between women and men. This changed the 

social balance and lifestyle of the people. Women had their freedom and were not trapped in their homes 

or covered clothing anymore. Legally and socially people were supported to gather as a one community. 
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Public sea baths were built in bigger scales for the usage of bigger crowds.  Even though the usage of 

beaches were mixed, most of those bath buildings were divided as man and woman. Sea baths became 

social entertainment and leisure centres during summer along with other facilities that has been built 

around them ό¸ŀƐŀƴΣ нлмрύ.  

 

 

Figure 15 Private sea bŀǘƘ ƛƴ ¸ŜǒƛƭƪǀȅΣ aŀȄ CǊǳŜƘǘŜǊƳŀƴƴ. 

 

 

Figure 16 Woman & man sea baths. 
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Figure 17 A woman jumping to sea in Moda sea bath. Pera Museum. 

 

3.4. How & why it ended? 
 

After the rise of Republic of Turkey, country evolved into being secular day by day. New constitution, 

alphabet, laws, regulations on clothing etc. Social rules were changing inside the community. At first, 

public sea baths seemed like a good idea. They were making the swimming easier. But later people 

realised that there is no need to have designated buildings inside the sea to be able to swim. It was just 

creating boundaries and separating man & woman, forbidding them to enjoy the sea together. 

Approximately in the beginning of 40s, sea baths started to disappear from the shores. And in the end of 

70s, they were almost completely gone.  
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Figure 18 Florya beach. Pera Museum. 

 

Figure 19 A policeman punishing two children. Pera Museum. 
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Figure 20 Salacak beach, 1937, La Turquie Kamâliste Magazine. Archive of Zafer Toprak. 

 

 

3.5 Environment, culture & society 
 

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎŜŀ ōŀǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ¸ŜǒƛƭƪǀȅΣ .ŀƪƤǊƪǀȅΣ {ŀƳŀǘȅŀΣ ¸ŜƴƛƪŀǇƤΣ YǳƳƪŀǇƤΣ 

4ŀǘƭŀŘƤƪŀǇƤΣ !ƘƤǊƪŀǇƤΣ {ŀƭƤǇŀȊŀǊƤΣ CƤƴŘƤƪƭƤΣ YǳǊǳœŜǒƳŜΣ hǊǘŀƪǀȅΣ TǎǘƛƴȅŜΣ ¢ŀǊŀōȅŀΣ .ǸȅǸƪŘŜǊŜΣ ¸Ŝƴimahalle, 

.ŜȅƪƻȊΣ tŀǒŀōŀƘœŜΣ YǳƭŜƭƛΣ 4ŜƴƎŜƭƪǀȅΣ .ŜȅƭŜǊōŜȅƛΣ «ǎƪǸŘŀǊΣ {ŀƭŀŎŀƪΣ aƻŘŀΣ CŜƴŜǊōŀƘœŜΣ /ŀŘŘŜōƻǎǘŀƴΣ 

.ƻǎǘŀƴŎƤΣ YŀǊǘŀƭΣ aŀƭǘŜǇŜΣ tŜƴŘƛƪ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳȊƭŀΦ Those buildings have developed their own entertainment, 

fashion and culture overtime. Beaches, casinos, cafes, and accommodations were only some of the 

facilities surrounding the area (editorbiozet, 2018).  

 

Figure 21 An advertisement of the concerts which will happen in Florya Beach. Pera Museum. 
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Figure 22 Advertisement about Süreyya beach, 1950s. Archive of Mehmet Aksel. 

¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ϦƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ LǎǘŀƴōǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

most modern way". Motel, beach, restaurants, clubs, and camping facilities that will create one complex 

which responds to every need. They would be built by entrepreneurs and rented by municipality. Because 

of that it would require a fee to enter (Çoruk, 2019). Water, tea, coffee etc. would be free inside. It was 

obligatory to have a lifeguard. They would even have swimming teacher sometimes (Ekinci, 2014). 

 

Figure 23 A magazine page about that yŜŀǊΩǎ summer, Hikmet Feridun Es. Pera Museum. 
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Time to time, seashores were hosting special events. For example, in Moda shore, Khalkedon Racing Club 

and Moda Deniz Kulübü (Moda Sea Club) has been opened and they became very important places for 

both social gatherings and sport competitions. The place became known as water sports centre of the 

Anatolian side of Istanbul. In 1937, the first swimming competition has been organised between Turkey 

and Hungary. Many swimmers and divers trained and became professional in here. Since then, every year 

on 1st of July, cabotage festival is being celebrated in Moda Sea Club (Toprak, 2018). 

Other than that moonlight tours, festivals, concerts of famous artists, theatres, operates would be 

organised during summers (Pera Musem, 2018). 

 

 

Figure 24 Swallow jump in White Park beach, 1932, Selahattin Giz. {ǳƴŀ ǾŜ Tƴŀƴ YƤǊŀœ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
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Figure 25 Suadiye beach, 1930s. Archive of Gökhan Akçura.  

 
 

 

Figure 26 Ataköy beach. Pera Museum. 
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On the topic of swimwear - ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ wŜǒŀŘ 9ƪǊŜƳ YƻœǳΩǎ Lǎǘŀƴōǳƭ Encyclopaedia ōƻǘƘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ hǘǘƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴȅ 

skin or hair. But with the republic those rules changed. At first swim wears were one piece had short 

sleeves and knee length skirts for women, shorts for men. Later the sleeves were gone, and length was 

shortened. Then women used two-piece bikinis and men use only shorts/slips (Toprak, 2018). 

 

 

Figure 27 People sǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ YŀƭŀƳƤǒ ŀƴŘ !ǒƻŘΩǎ {Ŝŀ .ŀǘƘΣ мфолΩǎ. {ŜȅƘǳƴ .ƛƴȊŜǘΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ. 

 

 

Figure 28 Women in 1920s. 
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Figure 29 A wƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ aƻŘŀ мфолΩǎ. Private Collection. 

 

Figure 30 Florya bŜŀŎƘ мфплΩǎ. Archive of Gökhan Akçura. 
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Figure 31 Former president Inönü in Heybeliada. Pera Museum. 

 

 

Figure 32 Caddebostan beach 1930s. Pera Museum. 
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Figure 33 Suadiye beach 1971. Pera Museum. 

 

Figure 34 Professional sǿƛƳƳŜǊǎ ƻŦ ά.ǸȅǸƪ ¸ǸȊƳŜ aǸǎŀōŀƪŀǎƤέ, 1932. {ǳƴŀ ǾŜ Tƴŀƴ YƤǊŀœ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
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Figure 35 Representation of women swimwear and sea bath house, 2018, Bengi Idil Acar. Pera Museum. 

 

Figure 36 Representation of man swimwear and beach, 2018, Bengi Idil Acar. Pera Museum. 

 

4. Sea Bath Culture in Hungary 

Hungary may lack ocean access, but it is overflowing with thermal water springs which brings infinite 

opportunities for bathing in all over the country. The bathing culture has started in Pannonia by the 

Romans because bathing was an important part of the Roman lifestyle, as a venue of lively social life. They 

were the firsts to build baths in the region. For instance, the military and civilian part of Aquincum were 

both rich in baths, like Therma Maiore at Flórián Square. But people only found out about waters that 

burst to the surface by themselves (termalfurdo.hu, 2017).  
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On the other hand, Ottoman baths, which started flourishing the Hungarian bath culture, were built on 

well-known, occupied springs used for bathing, or existing baths and hospitals at other times. Still 

remaining Ottoman bathhouses -ǘƘŜ wǳŘŀǎ CǸǊŘǃΣ YƛǊłƭȅ CǸǊŘǃΣ ŀƴŘ ±Ŝƭƛ .ŜƧ CǸǊŘǃƧŜ- are all located near 

the Danube bank on the Buda side, close to the thermal sources (Bánfalvi, 2019).  

 

 

Figure 37 Aquincum bŀǘƘ ό!ǉǳƛƴŎǳƳƛ CǸǊŘǃύ. 

 

 

Figure 38 The hot room of the Rudas baths, 1859, Ludwig Rohbock. 

Having the potential and being introduced to the bath culture, Hungarians started to build and use bath 

houses as well. Apart from building them in the city with opening wells and finding artesian, they built 

bath houses on water sources too and directly benefited by them. 
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Mainly Lake Balaton like Siófok, Balatonlelle ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ IŞǾƝȊΣ wŞǾŦǸƭǀǇΣ /ƛǊƪǾŜƴƛŎŀΣ [ǳōƭƽŦǸǊŘǃΣ {ȊƻǾłǘŀΣ 

Vízakna hosted many people along its shores with small wooden cabins. People used those cabins to get 

into the lake and swim. Even though that they were open to public they were not big facilities which can 

host many people at once. Mostly they were connected to the shore with a wooden deck. 

 

 

Figure 39 Sandy beach of Lelle in Balaton bath house, 1908. 

 

 

Figure 40 Sziget bath house and beach in Révfülöp. 

 
 



 

 

 29 

4.1 Historicism era 
 

While that was happening, the most defining trend of 19th century Hungary was historicism, the 

simultaneous use of historical styles, which was typical during dualism (1867-1918). Historicism also used 

the forms of antiquity, the Middle Ages and the Modern Age, the most popular being the Neo-Renaissance 

style, which still defines the image of the capital to this day. Neo-Gothicism also played a major role, 

although due to its religious connotations, it can primarily be observed in church buildings (Paár, 2020). 

The most famous buildings of the capital, such as the Fisherman's Bastion, the Opera House, the 

Parliament, and Saint Stephen's Basilica, were built in the second half of the 19th century and followed 

Historicism.  

From the late 18th century, poetry, drama, fiction, and literary criticism combined to elevate the 

Hungarian vernacular to the standard of a literary language, partly in response to the forced 

Germanization by the Habsburgs but even more as part of an international trend that was particularly 

strong in central Europe. Institutions such as the National Library, the National Theatre, and the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences were all organized during this period (Macartney, Vardy, Barany, Várdy, & Berend, 

1999).  

 

Figure 41 Hungarian parliament, 2020, Bengi Idil Acar. 

4.2 How it continued? 
 

Since spending time in the lakes has been loved by the community, there was a new potential 

development around them. Lake bath houses. Just like the ones in the cities which host a big amount of 

people new buildings have been built in lake Balaton and others. They became social gathering and leisure 

ǎǇƻǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ WƽȊǎŜŦ 9ǊŘǃǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎΥ  
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άLelle is one of the most beautiful, healthiest, and unsurpassed places for bathing in Lake Balaton. Here, 

the soil of Balaton is sandy, and the waves here are constant and the biggest. There is already a whole 

row of inhabited villas here, and its social life is very lively.έ ό9ǊŘǃǎΣ мфммύ 

 

Figure 42 Lake Balaton, Hungary, 1905-1910. Collection of Nóra Mészöly. 

 

Figure 43 Bath house in .ŀƭŀǘƻƴŦǀƭŘǾłǊ όCǸǊŘǃƘłȊŀƪύ, 1907. Fortepan #76280. 
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4.3 Environment, culture & society  
 

Lake baths turned those locations into attraction points. Especially during summer when the weather is 

good people would go to the lakes and spend time/use the lake baths. The small coastal towns around 

lake Balaton have seen the opportunity and provided beaches, restaurants, cafes in the shore. Basically, 

any additional function that people would need while spending a day in the lake house. In addition to 

that, there would generally be a hospital near by those locations because bathing in those lakes would be 

prescribed by doctors since the thermal water helps to heal some diseases. This made those cities develop 

more and provide better services. Before the lake houses, they were only areas which consisted a few 

single-family houses that the owners only use during summer. But day by day they grew bigger and turned 

into small towns which provides every urban function needed. Swimming and having a good time were 

the focus point of people to go to lake baths. Also, people would like to do water sports like windsurf, 

sailing, kayaking etc. 

 

Figure 44 Bathing people in Palatinus Open-air baths, 1957. 
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Figure 45 Lake Balaton shore Balatonkenese, 1938. Collection of Balaton Museum. 

 

Figure 46 Buffet at Balatonberény, 1929. Collection of Hungarian Trade and Hospitality Museum. 
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Figure 47 Bathers in Lake Balaton, 1906. Collection of Balaton Museum. 

 

 

Figure 48 People bathing in Lake Balaton, 1967. Collection of Sándor Bauer. 
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Bathing suits were not different from the street wear in the 19th century. Women preferred fabrics that 

did not become translucent when they got wet, for example linen or calico and it to cover the whole body. 

Weights were sewn in the hems of bathing costumes preventing their unpleasant floating up on the water. 

In the following century, ladies went swimming in knee-length coveralls that had bathing-stockings as well 

in order to cover legs. Men wore long-sleeved and knee-length cotton maillots.  

[ŀǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǳƛǘ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴŜd. The bathing suits of the 1920s 

could have been mistaken for short summer dresses, but the proper length was taken very seriously by 

beach-guards. During the 1930s, swimsuits got more familiar with 21st-century style and later in 1950s 

two-piece bikinis were used (Aknai, Beach-style ς Swimsuit fashion from bathing costumes to bikinis).  

 

 

Figure 49 Men, women and little boy in the water. Collection of Balaton Museum. 
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Figure 50 A family in Balatonalmád. Collection of Balaton Museum. 

 

 

Figure 51 A group of women in Lake Balaton, 1928, Juhász Gézáné. 
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5. Comparison with Examples 

5.1 Examples from Turkey 

The sea baths were generally seasonal structures. They would be assembled in the beginning of summer 

seasons and disassembled when the summer ends (Evren, 2020). Only their wooden stakes that were 

driven into the sea would stay in place. Other materials would be kept until the next summer and same 

process would repeat every year. The reason why is that Istanbul is a very windy city, and it is common to 

have storms during winter. It was not safe and sustainable for those structures. If not that, then most 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀ ǎƘƛǇ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎǊŀǎƘ ƛǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǇƘƻǊǳǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ŘƛǎŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

common practice. If they stay in place during the whole winter, the wood will get damaged, and it would 

need repair & painting. A good care was important in case of preventing accidents. Undriven nails or 

corrupted piles could cause big problems (Ekinci, 2014).  

 

 

Figure 52 A sea bath house in Istanbul. T..Σ !ǘŀǘǸǊƪ Library, Album no. 157. 
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Main points around their construction: 

- Sea baths were built inside the sea with water-resistant wooden piles which were driven into the bottom 

of the sea and closed by wooden walls ό!ǎƤƳƎƛƭΣ нлнлύ, 

- They were connected to the shore by a pier placed on wooden piles in the same way. All the woods that 

were used was water resistant, 

- The structure was in the form of barracks made from wood, which cannot be seen from the outside, 

- If the sea level was not deep enough, it was built further until the desired depth is achieved, 

- The size of the large baths was 20×30 meters, and the smaller ones were 15x20 meters (Ekinci, 2014), 

- If the bath was built close to the residential settlements, the top of the structure was covered with 

tarpaulins so that it would not be visible from above, 

- Inside the baths, there were changing cabins, resting areas, corridors, a cafe and toilet.  

- The middle of the bath was in the shape of a pool and it was surrounded by grids made of wooden poles. 

A rope was placed across the inner walls of this pool for non-swimmers to hold onto.  

- Inside the baths, there were special hooks for hanging and drying loincloths. Wet loincloths were hung 

there, giving the appearance of being covered with flags from far. Sometimes when the weather was 

windy, they would fly and fell into the swimming area (Evren, 2020).  

 

 

Figure 53 Moda Sea Bath. 
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Figure 54 Moda sea bŀǘƘΣ мфнлΩǎΦ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǳƴŀ ǾŜ Tƴŀƴ YƤǊŀœ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ. 

 

 

Figure 55 Tophane Sea Bath, 1930, Cŀƛƪ  ŜƴƻƭΦ 
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Sea baths were separated buildings for men and women with high precautions. In between the female 

and male baths, there were at least 50 m distance which would prevent people to even hear each other 

(Ekinci, 2014). The male baths were bigger in scale compared to female ones, but they were less crowded 

than them. 

 The plan of the female baths was a little different then the male baths. Inside the female baths, there 

were changing rooms which were surrounded with benches all around the room. In front of those rooms, 

there was a narrow open corridor which is separated from the sea with railings and from there a couple 

staircases would go down to the sea ό!ǎƤƳƎƛƭΣ нлнлύ. That sea was like the courtyard of that building and 

it was surrounded with grid wooden pillars to prevent visibility. So, the sea would turn into a pool. Seeing 

inside the bath house was also not possible because the facade was also covered with wooden panels.  

Inside the male baths, plan was very similar. Additionally, there was a secondary corridor/balcony 

surrounding the bath house and it would act like a resting or sunbathing space. Most of the time there 

would be benches for men to rest after swimming (Evren, 2020).  

 

 

Figure 56 .ŀƪƤǊƪǀȅ {Ŝŀ .ŀǘƘ. 
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The characteristics of a sea bath house were determined by the municipality. The first regulations for 

them have been published according to the locations, building methods, sizes, building materials, 

security of public sea baths in 1875 (Evren, 2020): 

ά¦ƳǳƳƛ 5ŜƴƛȊ IŀƳŀƳƭŀǊƤ IŀƪƪƤƴŘŀ bƛȊŀƳƴŀƳŜ мс ǎŜŦŜǊ мнфнκмутр 

.ƛǊƛƴŎƛ aŀŘŘŜΥ 5ŜƴƛȊ ƘŀƳŀƳƭŀǊƤƴƤƴ ƴƛȊŀƳƤƴŀ ǘŜǾŦƛƪŀƴ ƛƴǒŀ ǾŜ ƛŘŀǊŜƭŜǊƛ ōƛǊŜǊ ǾŜ ƴƛƘŀȅŜǘ ƛƪƛǒŜǊ ǎŜƴŜȅŜ ƳŀƘǎǳǎ ƻƭƳŀƪ 

ǸȊŜǊŜ  ŜƘǊŜƳŀƴŜǘƛ ǘŀǊŀŦƤƴŘŀƴ ōƛΩƭ-ƳǸȊŀȅŜŘŜ ƛƘŀƭŜ ǾŜ ƛƭǘƛȊŀƳ ƻƭǳƴŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦ 

TƪƛƴŎƛ aŀŘŘŜΥ Iǳǎǳǎƛ ƻƭŀƴ ŘŜƴƛȊ ƘŀƳŀƳƭŀǊƤ ŘŀƘƛ ƴƛȊŀƳ-Ƥ ƳŀƘǎǳǎ ǾŜ ǊŜǎƳƛƴŜ ǘŜǾŦƛƪŀƴ  ŜƘǊŜƳŀƴŜǘƛ ǘŀǊŀŦƤƴŘŀƴ 

verilecek ruhsat ǸȊŜǊƛƴŜ ǘŀǎǾƛȅŜ ǾŜ ƛƴǒŀ ƻƭǳƴŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦ 

«œǸƴŎǸ aŀŘŘŜΥ aŜȊƪǳǊ ƘŀƳŀƳƭŀǊ Ǹœ ƪƤǎƳŀ ƳǳƴƪŀǎƤƳ ƻƭǳǇ ƛŎŀōƤ ƘŀƭƛƴŘŜ ǘŜȊȅƛŘ ŜŘƛƭƳŜƪ ǸȊŜǊŜ ǒƛƳŘƛƭƛƪ ŀƭǘƳƤǒ ƛƪƛ 

ŀŘŜǘǘŜƴ ƛōŀǊŜǘ ƻƭŀŎŀƪ ǾŜ ƪŀŘƤƴƭŀǊƤƴ ŘŜƴƛȊŜ ƎƛǊƳŜƪ ƛƘǘƛƳŀƭƛ ƻƭŀƴ ȅŜǊƭŜǊŘŜ ƘŀƳŀƳƭŀǊ œƛŦǘŜ ƻƭŀǊŀƪ ȅŀǇǘƤǊƤƭŀŎŀƪ ǾŜ 

ōǳƴƭŀǊƤƴ ōŜȅƴƛ ǎŜǎ ƛǒƛǘƛƭƳŜȅŜŎŜƪ ŘŜǊŜŎŜŘŜ ōƛǊƛ ōƛǊƛƴŘŜƴ ōŀΩƛŘ ōǳƭǳƴŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦ 

Dördüncü Madde: Zikrolunan aksam-Ƥ ǎŜƭŀǎŜŘŜƴ ōƛǊƛƴŎƛǎƛƴƛƴ ōƻȅǳ ƪƤǊƪ ǾŜ Ŝƴƛ ȅƛǊƳƛ ŘǀǊǘ ǾŜ ǳƳǳƳ ƛœƛƴ ōǳƭǳƴŀŎŀƪ 

ƘŀǾǳȊǳƴ ōƻȅǳ ƻǘǳȊ ǾŜ Ŝƴƛ ƻƴ ŘǀǊǘ ȊƛǊŀ ŀƭŀŎŀƐƤ Ǝƛōƛ Ƙǳǎǳǎƛ ƻƭƳŀƪ ǸȊŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƛƪƛ ƪƛǒƛƭƛƪ ōŀǒƪŀŎŀ ōƛǊ ƘŀǾǳȊ ŘŀƘƛ 

ōǳƭǳƴŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦ 

.ŜǒƛƴŎƛ aŀŘŘŜΥ Tǒōǳ ƘŀƳŀƳƭŀǊŘŀƴ ŦŜǾƪŀƭŀŘŜ ƻƭƳŀƪ ǳƳǳƳ ƛœƛƴ ȅŀǇƤƭŀŎŀƪ ƘŀƳŀƳƤƴ ƻǘǳȊ ŀŘŜǘ ƭƻŎŀǎƤ ǾŜ ōǸȅǸƪ ǎǳŦŦŜ 

ȅŀƴƛ ƘŀǾǳȊǳƴ ŜǘǊŀŦƤƴŘŀ ǾŜ ƭƻŎŀƭŀǊƤƴ ǀƴǸƴŘŜ ƎŜȊƛƴǘƛ ƳŀƘŀƭƭƛ ǾŜ ōƛǊ ƪŀƘǾŜƘŀƴŜ ƛƭŜ ƘŀǾǳȊŀ Ƙƛœ ōƛǊ ǎǳǊŜǘƭŜ ŦŜƴŀƭƤƪ ǘŜŎŀǾǸȊ 

ŜŘƛƭƛǇ ƪŀǊƤǒƳŀƳŀƪ ǸȊŜǊŜ ƛƪƛ ƘŜƭŀǎƤ ƻƭŀŎŀƪ ǾŜ ōǳ Řŀ ŎƛǎǊ-ƛ ŎŜŘŘƛŘŘŜ ǾŜ ƳǸŎŜǊǊŜŘ ǎǸƪǳǊŀ ƳŀƘǎǳǎ ōǳƭǳƴŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦ 

ƭǘƤƴŎƤ aŀŘŘŜΥ Tǒōǳ ƘŀƳŀƳƭŀǊ ŀƪƤƴǘƤƭƤ ƳŀƘŀƭƭŜ ȅŀǇƤƭƳŀǎƤȅƭŀ ōŜǊŀōŜǊ ōƛǊ ǘŀǊŀŦƤƴƤƴ ŘŜǊƛƴƭƛƐƛ ƛƪƛ ŀǊǒƤƴ ǾŜ ŘƛƐŜǊ Ŏŀƴƛōƛƴƛƴ 

umƪǳ ŀƭǘƤ ǇŀǊƳŀƪ ƻƭŘǳƐǳ ƘŀƭŘŜ ȊŜƳƛƴƛ ǘŀƘǘŀ ǇǳǒƛŘŜƭƛ ǾŜ ƪŜƴŀǊƭŀǊƤ ǇŀǊƳŀƪƭƤƪ ƻƭŀǊŀƪ ƛƪƛ ŀǊǒƤƴ ǳƳƪǳƴŘŀ ōǳƭǳƴŀŎŀƪ 

ǘŀǊŀŦƤ TǎǘŀƴōǳƭΩŀ ǾŜ ŀƭǘƤ ǇŀǊƳŀƪ ƻƭŀŎŀƪ ŎƛƘŜǘƛ ŘŀƘƛ .ƻƐŀȊƛœƛΩƴŜ ŘƻƐǊǳ ƴŀȊƤǊ ōǳƭǳƴŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦ 

¸ŜŘƛƴŎƛ aŀŘŘŜΥ Tǒōǳ ƘŀƳŀƳƭŀǊ ǎǳȅŀ ŘŀȅŀƴƤǊ ǎǳǊŜǘǘŜ œǸǊǸƳŜȊ ƪŜǊŜǎǘŜŘŜƴ ȅŀǇƤƭŀŎŀƪ ǾŜ ōǳ Řŀ ƴǳƳŀǊŀƭƤ ōƛǊōƛǊƛƴŜ ǊŀǇǘ 

ƻƭǳƴǳǊ ǾŜ ƳŜǾǎƛƳƛ ƘǳƭǸƭǸƴŘŜ ōƻȊǳƭǳǇ ǎŀƪƭŀƴƤǊ ǎǳǊŜǘǘŜ ǘŜǎǾƛȅŜ ŜŘƛƭŜŎŜƪǘƛǊΦ 

Sekizinci Madde: Akbam-Ƥ ƳŜȊƪǳǊŜŘŜƴ ƛƪƛƴŎƛǎƛƴƛƴ ōƛƴŀǎƤ ōƻȅǳ ƻǘǳȊ ƛƪƛ ǾŜ Ŝƴƛ ȅƛǊƳƛ ƛƪƛ ǾŜ ƘŀǾǳȊǳƴǳƴ ōƻȅǳ ȅƛǊƳƛ ƛƪƛ ŀǊǒƤƴ 

ōǳƭǳƴŘǳƐǳ ƘŀƭŘŜ Ƙǳǎǳǎƛ ƻƭŀǊŀƪ ȅƛǊƳƛ ŀŘŜǘ ƭƻŎŀǎƤ ǾŜ ōƛǊ ǎǳŦŦŜ ǾŜ ƪŀƘǾŜƘŀƴŜ ƛƭŜ ǒŜǊŀƛǘ-ƛ ƳŜǒǊǳǘŀȅŀ ǘŜǾŦƛƪŀƴ ƘŜƭŀǎƤ 

ōǳƭǳƴŀŎŀƪ ǾŜ ōǳ ƪƤǎƳƤƴ ōƛǊƛ ȊǸƪǳǊŀ ǾŜ ŘƛƐŜǊƛ ƛƴŀǎŀ ƳŀƘǎǳǎ ƻƭƳŀƪ ǸȊŜǊŜ YŀŘƤƪǀȅ ǾŜ .ǸȅǸƪŀŘŀ ƛƭŜ .ǸȅǸƪŘŜǊŜ ǾŜ 

.ŜǒƛƪǘŀǒΩǘŀ ƛƪƛǒŜǊ ōŀō ƻƭŀǊŀƪ ȅŀǇƤƭŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦ 

Dokuzuncu Madde: Aksam-Ƥ ƳŜȊƪǳǊŜŘŜƴ ǸœǸƴŎǸǎǸƴǸƴ ŜōƴƛȅŜǎƛ ōƻȅǳ ȅƛǊƳƛ ǎŜƪƛȊ ǾŜ Ŝƴƛ ȅƛǊƳƛ ǾŜ ƘŀǾǳȊǳƴ ōƻȅǳ ƻƴ 

ǎŜƪƛȊ ǾŜ Ŝƴƛ ƻƴ ŀǊǒƤƴ ōǳƭǳƴǳǇ ƻƴ ōŜǒŜǊ ƭƻŎŀ ƛƭŜ ōƛǊ ǎǳŦŦŜ ǾŜ ƪŀƘǾŜƘŀƴŜ ǾŜ ǒŀǊǘ-Ƥ ƳǳŀȅȅŜƴ ǾŜŎƘƛƭŜ ƘŜƭŀǎƤ ƻƭŘǳƐǳ ƘŀƭŘŜ 
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Salacak ve Bebek ve Ortaköy ve KaōŀǘŀǒΣ «ǎƪǸŘŀǊ ǾŜ 4ŜƴƎŜƭƪǀȅ ǾŜ ¢ŀǊŀōȅŀ ǾŜ ¸Ŝƴƛƪǀȅ ǾŜ {ŀƭƤǇŀȊŀǊƤ ǾŜ 9ǎƪƛƪǀǇǊǸ ǾŜ 

5ŀǾǳǘǇŀǒŀ ǾŜ 4ŀǘƭŀŘƤƪŀǇƤ ǾŜ ¸ŜƴƛƪŀǇƤ ǾŜ !ƘƤǊƪŀǇƤ ǾŜ «ǎƪǸŘŀǊΩŘŀ !ȅŀȊƳŀ TǎƪŜƭŜǎƛ ǾŜ IŜȅōŜƭƛ ǾŜ YǳƭŜƭƛ ǾŜ .ŜȅƪƻȊ ǾŜ 

¸ŜƴƛƳŀƘŜƭƭŜ ǾŜ TǎǘƛƴȅŜ ǾŜ YǳǊǳœŜǒƳŜ ǾŜ YǳƳƪŀǇƤ ǾŜ {ŀƳŀǘȅŀ ǾŜ aŀƪǊƛƪǀȅǸ ǾŜ !ȅŀǎǘŀŦŀƴƻǎΩŘŀ ōƛǊƛ ŜǊƪŜƪƭŜǊŜ ǾŜ ōƛǊƛ 

ƪŀŘƤƴƭŀǊŀ ƳŀƘǎǳǎ ƻƭŀǊŀƪ ƛƪƛǒŜǊ ǾŜ aƻŘŀōǳǊƴǳ ǾŜ .ŜȅƭŜǊōŜȅƛ ǾŜ 9ǎƪƛ YǀǇǊǸ ǾŜ tŀǒŀōŀƘœŜ ǾŜ IŀƳŀƳ TǎƪŜƭŜǎƛΩƴŘŜ ȅŀƭƴƤȊ 

ŜǊƪŜƪƭŜǊ ƛœƛƴ ōƛǊŜǊ ŀŘŜǘ ƻƭŀǊŀƪ ȅŀǇƤƭŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦ 

hƴǳƴŎǳ aŀŘŘŜΥ 5ŜƴƛȊ ƘŀƳŀƭƭŀǊƤƴƤƴ ƘŀǊƛŎƛƴŘŜ ƻƭŀǊŀƪ ŘŜƴƛȊ ƪƤȅƤƭŀǊƤƴŘŀ ǾŜ ŀœƤƪƭŀǊƤƴŘŀ ŘŜƴƛȊŜ ƎƛǊŜƴƭŜǊ ƻƭŘǳƐǳ ƘŀƭŘŜ 

ȊŀōƤǘŀ ǾŜ ƭƛƳŀƴ ƛŘŀǊŜǎƛ ǘŀǊŀŦƤƴŘŀƴ ƪŜƳŀƪŀƴ ƳŜƴ ƻƭǳƴŀŎŀƪǘƤǊΦέ 

 
 

 

Figure 57 A sea bath house in Samsun, 1920s. 

 

Figure 58 Woman & man sea batƘǎ ƛƴ .ŀƪƤǊƪǀȅ. Pera Museum. 
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5.2. Yörükali Deniz HamamƤ 

Yörükali sea bath was located in one of the five islands of Istanbul which is called Büyükada, and with its 

old name Prinkipo. This island is the biggest one among the others and have started to be populated in 

18th century. Just like mainland, swimming and sea bath houses were introduced to the islands and this 

location particularly became very people because of its rare nature and still water. 

 

Figure 59 Yörükali Sea Bath in Büyükada. 

Just like the other bath houses, Yörükali was also built on the sea with water-resistant wooden piles which 

were driven into the bottom of the sea, and it was a structure closed by wooden walls. The pier which 

connects the bath house with the land was from wood and had a covered part in the entrance area. The 

ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǘƘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ aƻŘŀ ƻǊ .ŀƪƤǊƪǀȅ {Ŝŀ .ŀǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

them. Still until today, that area is called Yörükali Beach and used by people during summer. 

Unfortunately, the bath house is not existing and there have been a new summer resort built on its 

location. 
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Figure 60 Yörükali Sea Bath in Büyükada. 

¢ƘŜ ōŀǘƘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

region of Istanbul, the amount of non-muslim people were higher. Because of that the restrictions 

between male and female baths were not as strict as other bath houses. Inside the baths, there were a 

few changing cabins, a corridor surrounding it and stairs leading to the sea.  Normally the women were 

allowed to swim in the middle of the bath. That area would be covered with gridle wooden poles. But in 

here woman would swim freely in which part of the sea they wanted. Also, the connection between the 

male and female bath was not totally cut. It was possible to see each other through the pier and even 

reach to the other bath house by walking through a connecting corridor. 

 

Figure 61 Yörükali Beach in Büyükada. 



 

 

 44 

 

Figure 62 Yörükali Sea Bath and Casino in Büyükada. 

 

5.3. Examples from Hungary 

Hungarian Lake Baths were built directly on the lakes, and they were connected with sometimes open 

corridors sometimes closed areas as part of the building. The size of the bath houses would differ 

according to the region. Places like Balaton or Héviz were so popular among the community so the size of 

them were bigger than the others and had more functions. A basic bathhouse had closed areas for 

changing rooms, cafeterias, toilets, massage rooms, saunas. The bigger ones had indoor leisure pools, 

steam baths, salt caves, hairdressers, mud baths additionally. The main purpose and design of them were 

providing both indoor and outdoor relaxing areas for users. 

The foundation of those buildings were concrete piles and over them the wooden building would rise. All 

those buildings were built very detailly. Most of them were drawn by famous Hungarian architects. The 

building itself and the roof was designed acŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

them are still in use until this day. While some of the buildings have elements from traditional Hungarian 

architecture, some of them were a basic rectangular shape with only necessary elements. 



 

 

 45 

 

Figure 63 tǀǎǘȅŞƴŦǸǊŘǃ bath house in Bad Pöstyén, 1916. Collection of Terleczky József. 

 

 

Figure 64 DȅƻǇłǊƻǎŦǸǊŘǃ ƛƴ [ŀƪŜ DȅƻǇłǊƻǎΣ мфомΦ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IǳƴƎŀǊƛŀƴ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ. 
































